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Filmmaker gives preview of ‘The Gate’in Gloucester gathering
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Documentary  filmmaker

Laura Seltzer-Duny gave a
preview of her latest film
project, “The Gate,” during
a gathering held by the Fair-
field Foundation at the Fine
Arts Museum of Gloucester
on Monday, Jan. 19, in honor
of Martin Luther King Jr.
Day.

The film is about contra-
band families—once-enslaved
Africans who sought refuge
behind Union lines in Hamp-
ton during the Civil War. One
of those who found his way to
freedom was Robert Langley
Brooks of Mathews, and the
film, still in production, will
explore his life, from the jour-
ney he undertook to gain his
freedom as a lone 15-year-old,
to the emergence of a thriv-
ing contraband community
in Hampton, to his career as a
successful farmer and oyster-
man in Isle of Wight.

Featured in the film are two
of his descendants, Pam Hol-
ley of Cape Charles, and Tim
Savage of Hampton, along
with their cousin, Sara Lewis
of Gloucester, who is a de-
scendant of the family that
enslaved Brooks. The film fol-
lows the three of them as they
trace their shared ancestry,
including visiting gravesites
in Mathews where their an-
cestors lie.

In the film, Savage tells how
his great-great-grandfather
escaped from Mathews as his
white grandfather fired at

him with a shotgun because
he was getting away.

“Can you imagine that?”
says Savage. “It’s hurtful.”

Brooks rowed across the
York River and made his way
through the woods at night,
his feet covered only in bur-
lap, eventually finding his
way to Fort Monroe, where
Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler
on May 24, 1861 had issued his
decision not to return three
escaped slaves to their own-
ers as mandated under the
Fugitive Slave Act. He instead
declared them Contraband of
war, and historian Dr. Wil-
liam B. Wiggins explains in
the film that Butler had de-
cided that, since the escapees
were considered property, he
was going to confiscate them.

“That was really a turning
point in their lives,” says Hol-
ley in the film.

Over time, more than 10,000
people self-emancipated and
made their way to Fort Mon-
roe and freedom.

During discussion following
the brief film clip, Lewis said
she had discovered her rela-
tionship to Holley and Savage
through DNA testing. Holley
said her people had known for
years that there was “another
side of the family,” and that it
had been wonderful to finally
meet.

“We can’t blame people to-
day for what happened years
ago,” said Savage. “But I was
shocked to see so many Con-
federate flags marking grave-
stones.”
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Filmmaker Laura Seltzer-Duny, at left, previewed her newest documentary, “The Gate,” during a Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration sponsored by the Fairfield Foun-
dation and held on Jan. 19 at the Fine Arts Museum of Gloucester. Among those featured in the film are cousins Tim Savage of Hampton, Pam Holley of Cape Charles,

and Sara Lewis of Gloucester, from left.

He said the flags “sort of
bring back memories of seg-
regation and racial hatred.”

“Every day I wake up with
this skin,” he said. “Every
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Guests enjoyed a luncheon after the MLK Day program held at the Fine Arts Museum of Gloucester on Jan. 19. Here, Amarah
Miles-Whit of Newport News enjoys samplings from the dessert table.
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Gloucester Library postpones Sunday’s
Black History Month program

Gloucester County Public Library has postponed its first
Black History Month program, which had been originally
scheduled for Sunday afternoon.

The Woodville Rosenwald School Foundation and the De-
scendants Community Committee were scheduled to have
alumni share their personal stories of their experiences at-
tending a Rosenwald School in Gloucester.

This program has been postponed until further notice.
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MISSING CAT

Missing since the day after
Thanksgiving in the
Queen Anne’s Forest area
oft Belroi Road, Gloucester.
Her name is Lucy, almost
14 years old. If you have seen her
at any time, would you please
call Michele at 804-815-2850.
We sure would love to
know that she is safe.
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day reminds me of who I am.
You have to prove yourself.
That gets old.”

Seltzer-Duny said she has
been working on the film
project for two years now and
has a lot of footage, but that
“it takes time to fully and re-
spectfully give voice to both
the ancestors and the descen-
dants.” She said her goal is to

premier the film at a meeting
of the Contraband Historical
Society in May of 2027. After
that, she said, it will go to film
festivals, and then to PBS.
Individuals interested in
supporting development of
the film may donate online by
visiting  theother50percent-
foundation.org/chf.
Corporate sponsorships are

also available through the
Contraband Historical Soci-
ety by contacting executive
board member Tim Ruther-
ford at 508-776-2165 or timr@
ContrabandHistoricalSoci-
ety.com or by contacting film
producer Mike Mascoll at 845-
843-0195 or MJ@LEVMedia-
Group.co, or visiting Seltzer-
FilmVideo.com/about-us.
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A large number of people attended the preview of a new documentary-in-the-making about formerly enslaved people who
self-emancipated during the Civil War and made their way to a “Contraband” encampment behind Union Army lines. The
preview was sponsored by the Fairfield Foundation and held at the Fine Arts Museum of Gloucester.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
JOB FAIR

Date: Saturday, January 31, 2026
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Location: Gloucester High School
6680 Short Lane
Gloucester, VA 23061

*Recruiting for ALL positions
*Great work environment

* On-site interviews for qualified applicants

REGISTER TODAY!

Register here: https://www.applitrack.com/gloucester/onlineapp/
Complete an online application and apply to the “Job Fair” Category
*Register to attend by selecting one of the links as shown below:
« Job Fair Registration for Instructional Staff 2026-2027
. Job Fair Registration for Support Staff 2026-2027
« Qualified Candidates will be contacted with interview details

For more information, call: 804-693-5300




